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SIRS, 


JF 5 Dedication us indeed 4 very 
1 MM Guile, but 1 think a right In- 
| nocent oe. For it enticeth | 
you to nothing worſe or leſs than # 
to ſerve Practical Chriſtianity. 
It maketh my Book yours, only fer the 
End for which the Book is made, Uletul- 
A 2 neſs 
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neſs unto Souls. Deſigning by ſuch In- 
tereſt of yours in it, to bring it into your 
own Hazas, aza many more. Todraw 
your Eyes wrto tt, and to open your 
Hands to beſtow it on ſuch as more want 
it than your ſelves. I am told it hath 
done good to many, gain'd one Iſhmae- 
lite, and quickened many an Ifraclite. 
This raiſes hope that it may do more good, 
if it be ſpread abroad. Few Hands are 


more uſed to all manner of Alms, than | 


yours are. And vaſt, I know, are the | 


Numbers, which will eat and drink the 
Books that are ſweeten'd with your Names. 

If this, the meaneſt that hath the In- 
ſcription of ſo excellent Names, ſhall be 


of any Service zz your Houſes, and be ; 


put to Service by your means in other 
Families, I have then what I ſeek, and 
ſhall thankfully rejoice in what I have. 


I am, 
Flononred Sirs, 


Tour humble Servant, and Orator 
at the Throne of Grace, 


DAN. BURGESS. 
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Be ye Doers of the Word. 


Morning-Lefture muſt be but an 

Eſhcol, or a ſingle Cluſter of Ca- 

naay's Fruit. But it is a full 

Cluſter thar I ſer before you : Every 

Divine Commandment is of a vaſt 

1 Extent. It reaches All Mex, and Af 

of Man. It bindeth Kings and Beg- 

| gars in the ſelf-ſame Chains; and ob- 

ligeth the Inner-Man, no leſs than 
the Outward. 


|| Preſent not the whole Verſe: A 


A 3 Yet, 
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Yet, of all the Commands of God, 

my Text 1s the moſt exceeding broad. 

It bindeth all Men, from the Throne 


unto the Mill; and their hidden 
Thoughts and Aims as well as their EX- 


tant Words and Actions, as other Com- | 


mands do. And, more than that, it 


binds them unto the Obſervance of all | 
and every one of the holy Command- | 


ments. It is a Statute made, (accor- 
ding to the great need) to enforce the 
Obſervation of all God's Statutes. A 
Law made, to put Life into all other 
Laws. In ſhort, its few Syllables do 
£n1J2in the Obſervation of the Com- 
- mands of both Tables; and are the 


whole Worldof Chriſtianity in a ſhort | 


M:p,and moſt vſeful unto our Memory, 
The Dor7ixe ſhines asclear as the Sun; 
without my ſhowing it, I ſuppoſe all 
to ſee 1t. 

All Hearers muſt be Doers of the 
Mord. 

The Word of Life is Death unto 
Death to {uch as are no more than its 
Hearers, It ſaves none but its real 
Doers. Whatever Profit others do 


promiſe 


1 
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dd, promiſe themſelves, che Context faith 
plainly they deceive themſelves. 


= As for our Life therefore, it concerns 

on us to enquire, and be it ſo enquired, 

= J 71. What is this Word which we are 

1 | to do ? 

i 2: What ſort of Doers of it are we 

4 to be ? | 

3. What are the Particulars, that it 

”, doth demand, and we mult per- 

a | 

«0 form, or periſh ? 

x Q. 1. What « this Word ? 

| The Word meant in the Text, is, un- 
J queſtionably, the Goſpel of Chriſt. Je- 

—- fs Chriſt, whoſe Servant our Apoſtle 


profeſſeth himſelf, wer. 1. And whoſe 
Goſpel he nameth, the Word of Truth, 
ver. 18. commanding us to be ſwift to 
hear it, ver. 19. declaring it, if duly 
heard, inftrumentally able to ſave our 
Souls, ver. 21. 
This Goſpel, upon no leſs than its 
own Warrant, we call the Law of 
Chriſt, Gal. 6. 2. By them who like 
A 4  _ Not 
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not to call it 2 Law, it is acknowledged: 


to have Laws init. Andall Parties are 
agreed, that the Word which we are 
to obſerve, is (as ſome dare to ſpeak } 
the Law of the Goſpel; or, (as others 
aftect to phraſe it) the Law in the Go- 
Jpel. All the Sacred Law, which our 
Saviour hath either zew exafed ( in the 
Stile of ſome) or xot repealed (in the 
Dialect of others.) Briefly, it 1s, as I 
may ſay, inour Redeemer's own words, 
Whatſoever he hath commanded us, Mat. 
28. This it is that we muſt do, or 
mult be for ever undone, But, 


Q. 2. What Doers hereof' muſt we be ? 


In the Text, the. word Doers, ſigni- 
feth Practical Obſervers. To wit, in 
Truth and Reality, oppoſed to Fall- 
hood and Hypocriſy. Ir doth not here 


ſignity Obſervers, even unto Perfeition 


of Degrees, as well as of Parts. By no 
means may it be ſo conſtrued here, as 
it muſt be conſtrued, Roma. 2. 13. The 
Doers of the Law are Juſt before God : 
that is, they whodo it perpetually, and 
tO 


es > eG + 


! 


without any Defect, 

For, it cannot be ſaid, that ſuch as 
obey not the Commands of the Goſpel, 
with the PerfeQtion required by the 
Law of Works, do, all of them, ge-: 
cerve themſelves ; even, as the Apoſtle. 
evidently intends, unto the Perdition 
of their -Souls. No, were that true, 
it muſt be concluded, that the holieſt 
Apoſtles were themſelves damned. 
That TJudas was not the only Son 
of Perdition, but all were Heirs 
of it. And that Peter and Paul had. 
but only a cooler Hell than that Trai- 
tor : Inaſmuch as the Divine Writings 
do certify us of their ſinful Imper- 
fections. 

Bleſſed be God for the rich Grace of 
the New Covenant! Sixcerity is Goſpel- 
Perfetion. It is true, Chriſt hath not 
deſtroyed, no nor curtailed the Moral 
Law. We are bound fully to it as 
Adam was ; but, not upon ſuch Terms 
and Conſequences as he was. We are 
ſtill bound perfectly to do it, under dan- 
ger of contratting Sin, But weare not 


ſtill 
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to the extreameſt Tittle, perfealy, 


ro TheChriſtian Decaloone; 
ſtill bound perfeAly to do it, under 
danger of zzcurring Death and Ruin. 


That Law is from Mount S$:0z pub- 
liſhed as a Law of Liberty, and a New 


Law, faith Dr. E. Reywolds. Ant al- 


tho perfe& Obedience be ill required 
with 4. neceſſity of Precept, it is not ſtill 


required with a neceſſity of Means ; that-- 
is, as an indiſpenſable means of Salva- 


tion. No, but the ſinful TmperfeQion 
is graciouſly pardoned, and is gradually 
healed. 

Now, be it obſerved; the Sincerity 
which the Holy Ghoſt nameth PerfeiZ;- 
ox, is not anv diſtin Grace, but it 1s 


the Truth and Reality of all Graces. Tt 


is certain, where any Grace ts, there all 
Graces be ; tho not all alike vigorous 
or conſpicuous. And the Soul where- 
in all of them be, tho but as ſo many 
Grains of Muſtard-ſeed, is a ſincere 
Soul; yea, tho it live as darkly and dif- 
conſolately as a Child in the Womb ; 
which little knoweth the Life it poſſeſ- 
ſeth : And tho, as it is nſual and natural 
to Ven afrighred, it be often exclaming, 
1 am dead, I am acad. An Outcry, 
which 


-— cc. od Aa 
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which together ſpeaks an inward Sen- 
tence of Death, and notably indicates 
Reality of Spiritual Life. For the 
dead Child is not a crying one. 

AQion ſuppoſeth Being ; we muſt 
be thus ſincere Creatures, before we can 
be Real Doers of the Word of Chriſt. 
That is, Doers of it with all Graces 
requiſite : With the Salt never to be 
lacking in any Sacrifice. Such Doers of 
the Word are they, who aCting up to 
the Grace which they have received, do 
with the whole Man obſerve the whole 
Goſpel. Who contenting not them- 
ſelves with Bodily Service, do ſtrain all 
that is within them, to do all that 1s re- 
quired from them. To do it from the 
Principle, unto the End, in the Man- 
ner, and with the Conftancy required. 
Be ye Doers, is as much as, Be ye right 
Principled-Doers, moved by holy Faith 
and Fear: Doers for right Ends ; God's 
Glory, their Souls Benefit, and other 
Mens Good. Doers in right manner ; 
carefully,complacentially,couragiouſly. 
Doers with Conſtance, and without cea- 
ſing. For,other Doing is but Trifling. 
Be 
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Be it therefore attended in the next 
place ; 


Q. 3. What are the Particulars which 
the Goſpel requires, and whereof we 
muſt be ſuch Doers ? 


The particular Commandments of 
the Goſpel-Law, are tiieſe ten that fol- 
low ; Happy they, and only they who 
do them! Few do ſo much as {eem to 
do them, and fewer do any more than 
ſeem to do them. Forgive me, if Iam 
jealous, even of them that are as ſwift 
to hear as your ſelves; and throng our 
Morning-LeCctures, as you do. If T 
compaſſionate this Multitude, and 
ſpeak to you as ro Men that mult be 
awaked, cither by the Word's Light, 
or Hell's Fire ; Forgive me thu Wrong ! 
The Chriſtian Decalogue, or the Gol- 
pel's Ten Commandments, I thus 


propoſe. 


Com. 1. Repent. God now com- 
mandeth All Men every where to Repent, 


Afts 17. 20. 
hs That 


Thats, to take and hold [ad Thoughts 
of Sin, and to ſet and keep up ftroxg 
Reſolutions againſt it. To change our 
Minds concerning Sin, our AﬀeQions 
towards it; to turn from it, becauſe 
God abhors and forbids it ; and to turn 
unto new Obedience, becauſe God wills 
and commands it. Gemeral Repentance - 
is a Renunciation of Satan, as to all 
Sin and Service of him; with a Self- 
dedication unto Gad, as for all Duty. 
Particular Repentance, 1s the ſame, and 
isas neceſſary for particular Sins, known 
and remembred. 'There is a Repex- 
tance, that is at firſt Converſion, and does 
and muſt go before Pardon and Accep- 
tance with God; A#.5.31. Turretin, 
and others abroad, as well as our D;- 
vines at home, ſay plainly, God cannor 
remit Sivrcers Impenitent, There is 
alſo a Repentance that followeth firſt Con- 
verſion ; t2ck.16. ult. By the former, 
we do enter the ſtrait Gare; by the lat- 
ter, we do walk 1n the narrow Way. 
This latter ſubſequent Repentance, is 
either occaſional, or conſtant. Afﬀrter her 
foul Oftence given, Epheſiz muſt Re- 


pent, 
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pent, and do her firſt Works, Rev.2.5. 
And whereas, every day the beft Man 
ſinneth, he muſt ſee to it that every day 
he repenteth. For, as it was faid of 
the old Reformation, Ezra 1o. 13. it 
mult be ſaid of true Repentance; This 
# not the Work of one Day ; no, but of 
all our Days. If all the Kings of the 
Earth w: ::.d give meall they are worth, 
I would not lie down in Bed one Night, 
with-one of my Sins Unrepented ; ſo 
ſaid bleſſed R. Aleyn, and fo will every 
wiſe Chriſtian jay. 

But, what ſay you? Be there not a- 
mong you Adders, that liſt not to hear 
much, or often, of your Sins ? W:ld 
Aſſes Colts, (Onagri homines) that, tho 
they hear much, have nothing of any 
length but their Ears? Moles, that have 
received no ſpiritual Sight, and diſcern 
not to this day any need of rending their 
Hearts for Sin, and of taking an Oath 
againſt it ? In the Firmament of many 
Souls,no Sun, Moon,or Star appears, but 
Darkneſs, thick as Egypr's. And many 
a knowing, richly-gifted Profeſſor, is ſad- 
ly like to the Sun it ſelf, void of Senſe 

while 
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while full of Light : Stupid and dead, 
while Gliſtering and Bright-ſhining. 
For, as all other Trees, ſo Penitents, 
are known by their Fruits. And moſt 
Mens Works dodemonſtrate the Truth 
of my Words. 

{| Wherefore, know ye, that the Holy 
Ghoſt is the Spirit of Humiliation. He 
that begins, preſerves and perfeQs it. 
He it is that convinceth and converteth 
Sinners, and that reftoreth relapſed 
Saints, and 1s the Spirit of all Grace, 
Zech. 12. 10. Cry ye ſtraitway unto 
Him; and beg this Grace from Him. 


{ And as moved by Him, preſently be 


doing. Take an Oath, and ſwear Sin's. 
Death. *:5>m this Day :and Place let 
your Repentznce be dated. If not, let 
1:9 one have the face to name himſelf a 
Chriſtian, and a Proteſtant, beiore he 
has done this very Firſt Commandment. 
It being moſt ſure, thar the Devil is 
their God till their Sin 1s repei:ted. 
And as for the true and good God, Re- 
tr unto Him, 1s by Repentance to- 
wards him ; Acts 20.21. Wedo loath 
God for his Law, till we loath our 
ſelves 
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ſelves for our Sin. God teach us, and 
ſet us teaching onr Families, what 
meaneth Repentance unto Life, Acts 171, 
18. Repentance unto Salvation, 2 Cor. 
7.10, Repentance that we may believe, 


Mat. 21. 32. 


Com. 2. Believe on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. He that Believeth ſhall be ſaved; 
he that Believeth not ſhall be damned : 
Mark 16.16. Thu «© hu Commandment, 
that we Believe on the Name of his Son 
Feſus Chriſt, as he gave us Command- 
ment : 1 Joh. 3. 23. 

To Believe on Him, is to credit his 
Revelations, rely on his Promiſes, and 
conſent to his Demands. Faith is a 
Kyowleds of the firſt, T/a. 53. 11. A 
Truſt to the ſecond, Epheſ. 1.13. A 
Willingneſs unto the third, Pſal.1 10.3. 
Unto a Marriage there muſt concur 
three things ; Hearing of the Propoſal, 
Truſt to its Encouragements given by 
the Propoſer, and Coxſent thereon to 
be entirely his. Faith in Chriſt is the 
Nuptial Rnor. The Soul that 1s not 


thus married to him, hath nothing of a 
laving 


» 
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ſaving Faith in him. Dr. Hezmmond 
ſaith, the New Teſtament is little elſe 


than a perpetual Inculcation of this Faith. 
If ſo; the more unexcuſable are chey 


| that ſcarcely mind: any thing leſs. Be 


it by you conſidered, what is by all our 


| ſound Divines inculcated. There is a 
Preparing AQ of Faith, in which a Soul 
ſaith, Chriſt is infallibly true : And, if 


I truly believe on him, I ſhall certarnly 
be ſaved by Him. There is a Fuſtify- 
ing Act of Faith, in which a Soul ſaith, 
I do commit and ſubmir my ſelf to the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that I may be ſaved 
by Him; ſaved from the Guilt and 
Damaation, and from the Power and 
Dominion of Sin : Saved from the 
Damnation of Sin, by his ſaving Mer- 
cy ; and from the Dominion of it, by 
his Ruling Power : Saved from Sin's 
Guilt, by his Righteouſneſs imputed to 
me; and from its Power, by his holy 
Spirit given to dwell in me. There is 
alſo a Comforting At of Faith, in which 
a Soul faith, My Faith I do perceive 
is ſound, and my Salvation, I know, 1s 
{ure : I have the Son, and I have Life, 

B 1 Joh. 


18 TheChriſtian Decalogue. 

r Joh. 5.12, Finally, as there is by 
theſe ſteps a coming unto Faith; 1o, 
there is a /iving by Faith. To believe 
on the Son of God, is as hath been ſaid ; 
but, to live by the Faith of the Son of 
God, is, as ſhall preſently be ſaid: It 


is ſo to live on Chriſt's Eſtate, as a | 


Wife liveth on her Husband's. To be- | 
lieve on Chriſt, 1s to marry to Him; to | 
live by the Faith of Chriſt, is to live 
with Him, and upon what He hath for 
us. A Wife hath nothing ſhe can call 
herown, in ſtrict Propriety : Norhath 
a Believer any thing of which he can 
ſay, This is none of Chriſt's, but it is 
mine own. Yet a Prince's Wife hath 
Inveſtiture in his Right ; and ſhe has 
no Want unſupplied ; all Supplies, Or- 
naments, Comforts, Counſels, ſhe hath 
from him. All communicable good things 
ſhe expeQteth and hath daily commu- 
nicated to her; and his :z7communicable 
ones, which cannot be communicated 
co her, are yet employed daily for her : 
And thus leads ſhe a Royal Life of it, 
upon his Eſtate and Love. So it 1s 
with every ſound Believer ; who, tho a 
poor 


_; 
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poor Creature, hath a rich Husband: 
All that Chriſt hath is his, Luke 15. 31. 
Conſequently, 41 chings are hi, 1 Cor. 
3. 21, 22. and it 1s his own fault if he 
Itve not high. Ir is his Privilege that 
he may, and it is his Duty, he ought, 
thus to live on Chriſt. 

Let us reaſon the Point then. How 
many among you are Believers, and do 
Live by Faith? Be not many of your 
Conſciences as impenetrable as the Le- 
viathan's Skin ? Senſeleſs, as a Smirh's 
Anvil? Never convinced of your need 
of Chriſt, of your being married to his 
Perſon, and of your living upon his 
Eſtate? I doubr, that Multitudes of 
you have not ſo much as repented that 
you might believe; Mat. 21.32, Mul- 
titudes, TI fear, are very Serpents, and 
feed on Duſt, preferring Earth above 
Heaven ; (tho you like Heaven for a 
Home, better than Hell.) In ſuch 
manner making the World your God, 
chat Chriſt cannot be your Saviour, 
How can you (that 1s, you cannot ) be- 
lieve, that catch at Honour from one ano- 
ther, Joh.5.44. What Charity is blind 
| 2 enough 
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enough to imagine, that you who have 
a Faith for little but to ſwear by, have 
any one to be ſaved by ? See you not 
your ſelves, that that Faith of yours is 
not ſo good as the very Devils? They 
believe and tremble; you believe and 
ſwear, or trifle. by 

He that hath Ears to hear, let him 
hear. Hear, and make haſte, and forth- 
with ask of God the Spirit of Paith. 
The holy Spirit is ſo named, 2 Cor. 4. 
1}. And your Heavenly Father will 
give him to them that unfeignedly ask 
him, Leke 11.13, Ask ere you ſtir. 
out of this Place; and, by this good Spi- 
Tit enabled, juſt now marry Chriſt that 
woeth you ! juſt now begin, and live 
on his Eftate, who hath enough for you. 
Live on Chriſt the Heir of all things, 
and make uſc of Him 1n all-your Exi- 
gences : He is fall, as the Sun of Light, 
you cannot exhauit him. He 1s fit, as 
being, ang being appointed of God to 
be unto you Fools, Wiſdom; to you 
guilty Traitors, Righteouſneſs ; to you 
filthy Lepers, Sandification; to you in 
a World of "Tears and Snares, full Re- 

| aemption : 
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demption : you can never lack, what in 
Him you.may not find. He 1s Faithful 
too; Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs e're 
a tittle of his Word ſhall fail. His beſt 
Promiſes be not too good to be true. 

Dream not that your «regenerate 
Morality is enough to ſave you : That 
your Prayers and good Works without 
this Faith, are any other than Snakes, 
with painted Skins, and poiſonous In- 
fides. And tho not in degree, yet as 
truly abominable to God as the moſt 
infamous Vices. If you will believe 

God, without this Faith you cannot pleaſe 
him, Heb. 11.6. Your Perſons cannot 
be accepted of God ; your Duties Can- 
not pleaſe him: You can never have his 

Teſtimony that you are Righteous, as 
Abe]. and Enoch, and. all Believers of 
Old and New Teſtament have had. 
Caiz began to make trial whether God 
might not be pleaſed without Faith, and 
you know what came of it. The Jews 
tried alſo after him; and the Apoſtle 
tells you of their Succeſs, Row. 9 
32. Thegenerality of Nominal Chri 

ſtians allo, are ftill trying the ſame, 

B 3 and 
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and thro their inextinguiſhable Zeal 
for the way of Caiz, their Countenan- 
ces fall, they are full of Wrath, and be 
ready to ſlay Abels. But God having 
put an Impoſlibiiity on pleafing him 
without Faith, do not you go ſweat to 
death in a vain Attempt. No Chriſt, 
no Peace; and no Faith, no Chriſt can 
you have, 1 Joh.5.12. They are con- 
demned by the Father, as many as be- 
lieve not on the Son, Foh. 3.18. Nor 
ever keep they any Commandment fin- 
cerely or acceptably, that do not this 
ſecond Commandment of the Goſpel moſt 
uprightly. True Obedience, is all of 
it the Obedience of Faith. He that 
lives not by Faith, is dead while he 
lives. And whatever 1t be that is not 
the Joy of Paith, it is the Joy of Folly. 
By Faithit is that we either give Glory 
to God, or receive Mercy from Him. 


Com. 3. Confefs God in Chriſt before 
Men. Whhoſoever ſhall confeſs me before 
Men, him will I confeſs alfo before my 
Father which # in Heaven. But whoſs- 
ever ſpall deny me before Men, him alſo 


will 
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will I deny before my Father which is in 
Heaven. Mat. 10. 32, 33. 

To confeſs God in Chriſt before 
Men, is, by all neceflary Words and 
Works to give them to ſee our holy 
Faith : To make them know, what- 
ever Mind they are of, this is ours : 
that God,” in Natare's Light, is a God 
above us; and we cannot know him : 
in the Law of Works it's Light, he isa 
God againſt us, and we cannot endure 
him: but, in the Law of Grace it's 
Light, he is a God of aſtoniſhing and 
attracting Love to us; and weare con- 
ſtrained, and cannot but joyfully take 
him for our Lord to ſerve, and Portion 
to enjoy. This Confeſſion, is Emiſſi- 
on of ſo ſhiniog Light, as may give 
Mea plainly to read this Truth in our 
Hearts: To the end, that Brethren in 
the Faich may be comforted and con- 
firmed. That Unbelievers may be won 
and gained ; or, at leaſt, witneſſed a- 

ainſt and ſhamed. The Light to be 
Ms forth, ts by Words, Roz». 10. 10. 
With the Mouth Confeſſion is made unto 
Salvation. It is promiſed the Word 
| B 4 ſhall 
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ſhall be put into our Month, Iſa. 59.21. 


David prays, Take wot the Word of 


Truth out of my Mouth, Pſal. 119, 36. 
It is ſaid, Every Tongue ſhall ſwear, as 
well as Knce bow to Chriſt, 1/a145. 
23. And, Every Tongue ſhall confeſs 
that Chriſt «© Lord, Phil. 2. 10. God 
dwelleth in him that coxfeſſeth char Je- 
ſus Chriſt is the Son of God, r Foh.4. 
15. A black Brand is ſet on themthat 
did not confeſs Chriſt, leſt they ſhould 
ſuffer; Joh 12. 42; 43. See 2 Cor. 
4.13. We believe, and therefore ſpeak. 
Yer muſt we confeſs Chriſt not by 
Words only, but Works : Mat. 5. 16. 
That Men may ſee your good Works, and 
glorify your Father which is in Heaven. 
Holy Works owz God, as wicked Works 
deny God ; Tit. 1. 16. Faith without 
Works is dead, Fames 2. In ſending 
forth our Light both ways, by our 
Lips and Lives, we muſt heedfully 
look to Truth in our inner Parts ; 
P/al. 51. 6. We muſt ſee, that, as 
neither Fear, nor Shame, nor Sloth re- 
ſtrain our Confeſfion; 1ſo neither Pride, 
nor Hypocriſy, nor Folly corrupt it. 


He | 
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He is no holy Confefſor, who is a 
Cow-heart, who ſcarce ever beſtows a. 
good Word on his God, but when he 
knows himſelf. out of harms-way from 
Men : who ſeldoniſpeaks one Sentence 
or God's Honour, but where he thinks 
it will. be for his own alſo: Or, at 
leaſt, that it will nor be turned to his 
Reproach; I mean by Men whoſe 
Reproachesare indeed Honours, Nor 
is he a Praiſe-worthy Confeſſor, whole 
Praiſes of Chriſtianity are altogether 
extemporary ; and his Pleadings for it 
are neither deeply ſtudied, or warmly 
delivered. To commend lazily and 
coldly, is to diſgrace a SubjeAt. Beit 
added, that, a Proud Orator and Afor, 
that gives Glory to his Saviour, only 
that he may have it refleted back on 
himſelf, is juſtly and uſvally leaſt ad- 
mired by Men, but always moſt ab- 
horred of God. And ſo is the FHypo- 
crite alſo; who, many times like a 
Drum, ſoundeth to the raiſing of others 
Spirits, but ſtill is himſelf dead and 
ſpiritleſs. Theſe Monſters, like Do- 
mitian, ſpend their Pains to catch Flies ; 
=_ 
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to pain asperiſhing Reputations. And 
- to both God faith, What have you to do 
fo declare my Statutes, to take my Cove- 
nant in your Mouth ? Plal. 50. 16. Of 
the Fooliſh and Indiſcreet Confeſſors of 
Chriſt, it muſt be ſaid, They do it ve- 
ry much and often, tho they conſider 
not that they do Evil; Eccleſ. 5. 1. It 
is true, our merciful Saviour taketh 
Sincerity for Hony, and will not reje& 
it, as captious Men will do, for every 
embaſing mixture of Wax, or Weak- 


neſs. Burt ſhall this Grace encourage 


wilful Sin? God forbid ! He that will 
honourably confeſs Chriſt, muſt obſerve 
religioufly his Rules. He muſt not be 
raſh with his Mouth, nor be negligent in 
keeping his Feet, his Thoughts and 
Afﬀe&tions. If he be, he offends and 
grieves God's Spirit, and his Saints ; 
and he injures the Cauſe he eſpouſes 
and propugnates. 

The holy Confeflor, is bold as 4 Lioz, 
that turns not away for any. His 
Face is as Adamant, and 1s not to be 
made aſhamed, of the Cauſe which is 
only Glorious, His Labour i abundent, 
nor 
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nor is it to be ſaid of what he ſays or 
does, that it coſts him nothing. Self- 
denial is his Maſter-picce, and right 
Godly is his Sincerity. He ſtrains hard 
| with like Prudence and Piety to con- 
{ feſs his Lord, as he hath been confeſſed 
| by old Worthies, ſaying as Jacob, The 
Lord ſhall be my God. As Joſhua, I and 
my Houſe will ſerve the Lord, As Job, 
Tho he ſlay me, I will truſt in bim. As 
David, I will ſing Praiſe unto my God 
while I have my Being. As the Hebrew- 
Touths, My God whom I ſerve, i able to 
deliver, and he will deliver me. As the 
great Apoſtle, 1 count not my Life dear, 
fo that I may finiſh my Chriſtian Courſe. 
Yea, as a greater Apoſtle than he, Ir 
i my Meat and Drink to do the Will of 
my Father. Thetruth is, holy Faith 
cannot live without this confeſſing 
Breath : As this confeſſing Breath can- 
not be without holy Faith's Life. Tt 
cannot well and long be. Where Fire 
is, Smoke, if not Flame, muſt and will 
be. Holy Fazth is Fire, and Confeſſion 
is its Flame. Gloriow Confeſhon is 
Flame ; 'and what is more #:moroms, is 
Smoke. 
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Smoke. It it coſt me my Life, I muſt 
utter the abundance of my Heart; 
S OUVHMEIC jul} AKAGY. 
May I now ask, what ſtore of ſuch 
Confeſſors 1s to be found 1n this pro- 
feſſing Auditory ? Are here nor man 
poſſeſſed of a dumb Devil ?. Perfol 
Mutes ? That never have. been: heard 
to ſpeak one Word that ſpoke them to 
be Saints ; nor ſeen to do ove Work de- 
monſtrative of a Work of Grace in 
them : But do not your Hearts, and 
cannot the Children and. Servants of 
many of you teſtify againſt you? Can- 


not they ſay, they never heard you 


own your Baptiſmal Covenant ; or ſaw 
you do any Atton, muth leſs take any 
Walk, or Courſe, which is not common 
to Hypocrites? Be not here many, that 
are thought by ſuch as do beſt know 
them, to be both afraid and aſhamed 
of Jeſus Chriſt? Many, that never 
ſhewed the contrary to any Miniſter or 
Friend of theirs, in their Lives? Ma- 
ny who therefore lie under Chriſt's 
Threat, that He will be aſhamed of 
you another day : And allow you no 
place, 


t; 


h 
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place, but at his Left-hand among the 


 [Goats. Chriſt and .the Devil divide 


the World : No Man is a Nexter ; but 
for God or for Satan, every one is a 
Souldier. - Satan hath a bad Name; and 
none do like to be thought, or bear to 
be called his Souldiers: no, not they 
themſelves, who yet.are.not opiniated 
that, they be, nor are deſirous to be 
called Souldiers of Chriſt : Yea, but 
are afraid of being o, . for fear of De- 
rifion under the Names of Saintly Bro- 
thers, and Holy Sifters. Wildly they 
ſeem to deſire what is impoſſible; to 
be neither {0 good, as to be for Chriſt, 
nor ſo bad, as to be for Belial. And 
to have their Neighbours, either make 
no Judgment of them, or contrary to. 
the Scriptures, to judg that they be not 
either God's Servants or Satan's : Be 
not either in League with Heaven, or 
in Covenant with Hell. As tho the 
Air might be neither Light nor Dark ; 
and the Water neither hot nor cold, 
and Human Nature be neither a Lover 
of God nor a Hater. The holy Heroes 
recorded in Heb. 11. were of another 

Mind : 
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Mind : They toxfeſſed, i. e; publickl; 
avowed that they were corhe off fo 


Chriſt : Sothat they were but Srrangers 
and Pilgrims on this Earth. That they 
were ſeparated from this World as to 
Intereſt, Deſign, Reft and Reward ; ha- 
ving placed their Faith, and Truſt, and 
Hope for Happineſs in Heaven. Plain- 
ly, they declared, that they coveted not 
the little things of this low World and 


ſhort Life; that they made no falſe 


ſhows of _— Heaven; no, and that 
they were not ſparing of their Pains to 
get it neither ; butdid with Truth and 
with Diligence ſeek it : *eupaxvitzay Gr 
emyTSsn; Heb. 11.13, 14. 

The Holy Ghoſt is the Spirit of 
Praiſe. Till He open your Mouths, 
your Lips will be locked. But, He is 
no Mute ; if he enter and a@ you, you 
will be ſaying and doing more than 0- 
thers: It will be ſoon heard and ſeen 
who is your Beloved, and who is your 
Friend; who it 1s that in your Eyes 
is White «nd Ruddy, and Chiefeſt among 
tex 
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the joint-Intereſt of World and Devil, | 
and had devoted them to God and | 


( 
{ 


— 
od 


wi TT w i .'S ww (| R89ﬀbww WO 


The Chriſtian Decalogue. qu 
ten thouſand. Come, ask this 
Spirit; and receiving him, reſiſt him 
not. Bur, as he will move you, out of 
abundance of your Hearts, let your 
Mouths ſpeak, and your Hands work 
his Praiſe! Awake, awake, and dream 
not that your Souls ſhall be faved by a 
Chrift you never owned, and confeſſed! 
You have heard his Threat, do nor 
fancy that he will become a Liar to be 


' your Saviour. - Go ſpeak, and aft fo, 


as to make all Men know, that you 
have believed on him : Then will he 
make Men and Angels know, that you 
are ſaved by Him. So ſpeak, and fo 
aQt, that your Zeal may provoke many 
to Repent. Let both expreſs your 
Faith unfeigned, q.d. We have believed, 
therefore have we ſpoken. Let them 
expreſs your cutting Experience of Sin's 
Evil, q. d. Knowing the Terrors of the 
Lord, we thus perſwav you. Let 
them expreſs your Compulſive Love of 
God, q. d. The Love of Chrift con- 


ftrains us. Let them expreſs your 


deep Compaſſion of periſhing Men, q. d. 
Sirs, we have A 
tinua 
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tinual Sorrow in our Hearts for you. 
Let them expreſs your Conſcience made 
of your own Duty, q.d. Neceſlity is 
laid upon us, and wo unto us if we 
praiſe not and commend not unto 0- 
thers, the God we have found ſo good 
to our ſelves. 
Examples do greatly move ; and 
God hath appointed them to be a con- 
ſiderable part of the Means of Grace. 
We dare not therefore to conceal and 
hide from you our Example. As of 
Duty, not as an AC of Liberty, we 
declare what we have done. And give 
you to know that we have Repented 
and Believed on Jeſus Chriſt, that we 
might be juſtified by the Faith of 
Chriſt. But, if you ſhall not, after all 
that has been ſaid, obey this Third Com- 
-andment, Men mult ſay in one ſenſe, 
and Chriſt will fay it in another, He 
ever knew you ! 1, e. never hiked you. 
Bur, I truft you will come and confeſs 
to his Name, Heb. 13. 16. Some of 
you that hearken with ſuch a ſhow of 
Attention, wall, I hope, become Timo- 
thy's : Lay hold of Eternal Life, and 
| profeſs 
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profeſs a good Profeſſion before many 


Witzeſſes; 1 Tim. 8. 12. 


. Com. 4. Worſhip God in Chriſt. 
Worſhip God, Rev. 19. 10, & 22. 9. 
Tt is writtes, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord 
thy God ; Mat. 4.10, _ 

To worſhip God, 1s to eſteem him 
moſt highly, and to expreſs that Eſteem, 
in all the ways of his Preſcription. 
Worſhip is Duty, paid in Acknowledg- 
ment of Excellency. Habitual Worſhip 
1s a Diſpoſition to bow down the Soul 
unto God : Toextol and laud his Excel- 


' lencies: Toinvokeand pray to Him in 


our Neceflities : Toalctribe to Him the 
Praiſe of all his great Works; and pay the 
Thanks forall good ones. This Diſpoli- 


tion is to be as conſtantly in our Souls, as 


our Souls in our Bodies. Attual Worſhip 


is the Exerciſe of thar Diſpoſition, ac- 
cording to the Divine Inſtitution: which 
Inſtitution hath thele Parts; a Precept, 
a Promiſe, and a Threat likewiſe fill: 
implied. For hearing the Word, it's ſaid, * 
Hear and your Souls ſhall Irve, Ia. 55. 3. 
For Beptiſm, it's ſaid, Be baptized for Re- 

_ C miſſion 


>, 
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miſſion of Sins; AQt. 2.38. For the 
Lord's-Supper, it's ſaid, Do th ; this is 
my Body broken for you; Mat. 26. 
1 Cor. 11. 24, 25, Por Prayer it's 
ſaid, Ask and it ſhall be given you; 
Luke 11. 9. This Worſhip 1s right, 
when the Command is our firſt Reaſon 
for paying it, and the Promiſe is our 
Drawing Motive, and the Threat 15 our 
Drivingone. A Cuſtomary Approach 
is a ſorry Worſhip. But this Worſhip 


that I deſcribe, is apr, and is ordained 


to Exerciſe, Preſerve, Encreaſe, Evi- 
dence to our ſelves, and Expreſs to 
Men our Habitual Worſhip. Right- 
well irhath been ſaid, that, as to Grace, 


they are void of it, and their Souls be 


dead and buried 1n their Graves, that 
live above Ordinances : Ordinances, no 
leſs deſigned for perfeQting of Saints, 
than for converting Sinners. Though 
painted Fire needs none, the holieſt Fire 
, On Earth needs the Fuel ordained by 
* Heaven. The three known ſorts of 
* Worſhipare Secret, Domeſiick and Pub- 
lick ; all which mutually ſubſerve each 
other. Secret Reading, Meditation, 
and 
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and Prayer prepareth for -all -Family- 
Worſhip : Family-Worſbip.\ prepateth 
for Secrec :.. bothiprepare! for. Publick, 
and Pablick prepareth foribath..- In all 
three, the Holy Word 15 to be eyed as 
our Rule ; the holy Seals. of: God's Co- 
venant-word ( Baptiſm and the Lord's- 
Supper ) are to be confidered,: as our 
ſpecial Encouragements and Engage- 
ments; and Holy Prayer is to be ale as 
the inſtituted Means of obtaining Divine 


Acceptationand Bleſſing. Prayer, con- 


ſiſting of Confeſan of Sin, Deprecation of 
God's Wrath, Petition for godd:things 
wanted, Thankſgiving for.gaod; things 
(in Hand or Hope) received, with 1x- 
terceſſion for the good of allMen. 


_ - And, be it obſerved; that where Se- 


cret, Family, or Publick Worſhip, any one 
of them is required, the Uleof all them 
is required : Cloſer- Worſhip, os Secret. is 

required, Mat. 6.5. Readzpg the holy 


- Word, Recalling the bleſſed Seals of it, 
: and Prayizt.in' our Familiesas required: 
: alſo. ( See - Mir. Hammond's: Excellent 
-Proofs of it.) - Under the Old: Teſta- 
ment, Daniel would be torn with L1ons 
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ratherthanomitthis;-Dayx.6.13. There 
is alſo Pablick Uſe of Word, Sacraments 
and Prayer,: for which'thenew Nature 
1n all Saints doth crave, as it did in Da- 
vid, Plal. 84.1,2,3.. Theſe Ordinances 
are known-and granted by all Chriſti- 
ans to-be:Divine. ' The gracious Exas 
of thematſo are not uaknown : 'They 
are gtveniof God tobe Badges of our ho- || , 
ly Profeſſion, and to:diſtivguiſhus from || _ 
Infidels that are not his People. To:be 
Banquets 'alſo and Spiritual Feaſts, in 
which we'eat hidden Manna, and are 
ſatisfied. + To .be .likewife . the Beds 
whereon-the Holy Ghoſt ſhall ordina- 
- rily'eaſe weary Souls, and:relieve faint- 
INg ones::'Capt. I. 16, ITY 
In and by theſe Ordinances of Wor- 

ſhip, "dead Souls are raiſed-to Life, and 
' Iiving:ones gain Life more abundant : 
While in them they w4ift:their God, and 
as 1t were, come even ujito his Seat, as 
Fob. ſpeaks, They acknpmleds Depen- 
daxzceon God. for all things of- Nature 
- andGrace. They notably converſeand / 
acquaint themſelves with God, which is 
a proved: way to be at Peace. They 

5 prepare 
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UN-TO the Father... :- 

But where among all you Crouds of 
profeſſed Worſhippers, are many ſuch 
Worſhippers as theſe to. be found ? 
How many of. you dare ſay, We are 
ſuch ! Such for Habitual Worſhip, and 
ſuch for A#zal; ſuch for. Secret, ſuch 
for Family, and ſuch for Pablick Wor- 
ſhip. - Is there a Texth part, ,or Twex- 
tieth of you can ſay ſo? I cannot fay 
that I do preſume it to be ſo well as 
that among you. I am afraid, that 


T many, many, many, have not one true 
Iata of Habitual Worſhip; and never 


did one acceptable 4# of Worſhip in 
their days:: Never lying more groſly 
unto Men, than whea they ſay, they 
by WS - do 
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do worſhip and ſerve God." We have 
more Samaritans among us, than we 
are aware of: ſuch as worſhip they 
know not what ; avd' do little think 
what Spirit they are of, Many hun- 
dreds of you, I doubt, never came to 
the Lord's-Table, but live renouncing 
your Baptiſm, conſtructively renoun- 
cing it, by that Hell-gratifying Neg- 
let. As many, or more be Strangers 
to Cloſet-Duties : And as for your Fa- 
milies, there is no ſuch Hour 1n all the 
four and twenty, as a'Reading and a 
Praying-time. O what Hells are ſuch 
Houſes ! and what ſhould theſe Haters 
of Worſhip do in Heaven, where there 
is nothing but Worſhip ! 

Come, do wot be Devils ! and do not 
live for Hell any more ! Do me the 


Kindneſs tolet me ſhow you to Heaven ! 
God the Holy Ghoſt is the Spirit of 


Prayer, Supplicarion and all Worſhip. | 


To Him turn you preſently, and from 
Him beg Gifts and Graces : By Him 
inſpired, ftand up and worſhip:: Give 
God what he never yet had from you, 
your Perſons and. Services : Purpoſe, 

| pro- 
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promiſe, vow to be no more Mock- 
Chriſtians, but to make your Life from 
this moment, a Life of Worſhip : Of 
all the Woribip that you do, or ſhall 
know to be required by God ; with- 
our which, you will get no more by 
your Name in the Chriſtian Church, 
than Pilate gets by his Name 1n the 
Chriſtian Creed. You know, do you 
not, that God made you for the very 
purpoſe to worſhip him. Your Being 
and Life is good for nothing elſe: An 
higher Honour cannot be beſtowed up- 
on a Creature: And it muſt be your 


own fault, if any thing be ſo great a 


Pleaſure to you. Heaven has nothing 


{ſweeter in it; yea, Heaven without 


Worſhip would be Hell: Tt would be 
no leſs to every Saint and Angel there, 
This Fourth Commandment therefore 
muſt be done, or you are utterly un- 
done. For all this World I would not 
dare pray the Lord Jeſus to ſave my 


ſelf or you, without being Dogrs. of 
. this Word ! Worſhip 1s Heaven upon 


Earth; and if here we will zot have 
it, when we die we ſþall nat have it. 
C4 Com. 
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"way, no Auxiliaries are needed. Ir is 
our own Inſufficience, that drives us to 


 periour Strength 1s not required unleſs 
' our own be ſenſibly exceeded. Laſt- 


Com. 5. Truſt in God through Chriſt. 
We ſhould not truſt in our ſelves, but in 
God which raifeth the Dead; 2 Cor.1.9. 
I Him (Chriſt) ſhall the Gentiles 
truſt, Rom. 15, 12. 

To Truft, is to promiſe ones ſelf 
the Prevention of Evil, or its Removal, 
by an able and kind Hand : Even fo, as 
by the ſaid Promiſe to be kept unbro- 
ken by the ſcnſe of our own Weakneſs, 
and undaunted by the ſight of our Ene- 
mites Strength. The things which we 
may be properly ſaid to truſt for, are 
ſuch as be Future, Good, Difficult, and ' 
Poſſible. Fxtare, for we do not wait 
for things already come. Good, for no- 
thing that is not, or appears not ſuch, 
can be either our Deſire or Support. 
D#ficult, for where no Lions be in the 


Reliance upon ought without us. Su- ' 


ly, Poffible; for, as it were Folly to 
wait for that from others, which is in 
Fes EE our 
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our-Power to beſtow on our ſelves ; {o 
it were Madneſs: to promiſe our ſelves 
from any Superiour, things our of his 
Power : Things that he cannot will 
and do. The AGtof Try, importeth 
Reſt; as it 1s a leaning and ftaying 
ones Heart upon the Goodneſs of him 
we truſt io, his good Will and Power. 
It is aptly . enough called Pazrh, as it 
reſpeQs the Beliet of both, which-cau. + 
{ſeth ustolean on them. It is alſo often 
named Hope, becauſe it reſpecteth 
things not poſſeſſed by us; and, at 
moſt, but only promiſed by the Obje& 
of our Truſt. The Reaſon and Uſe of 
Truſt is manifeſt. Our State 1n this 
World is extreamly weak, and of per- 
petual Temptation. Pertect Peace dwells 
1n Heaven ; but this Earth is a Seat of 
perpetual War: A Sea that knows no 
Calm. Who knows not the uſe of a 
Heaapiece, and of a Shield in War? of 
an Anchor in a tempeſtuous Sea ? Such 
only need be told the uſe of Truſt in 
our preſent State; one as full of Wants, 
Pains, Fears and Doubts, as the Sea 
of Water, or Night of Darkneſs. 
© The 
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The only proper Obje&t of Truſt, is, 
plainly, God in Chriſt. Becauſe, as 
Creatures cannot, God-out of Chriſt 
will not remove Evil, - and. confer 
Good. And, Truſt repoſed in him a- 
lone for this, is a great part of his 


Worſhip, and as natural too as any, | 


For, ſetting aſide all Rule and Precept 
in the Goſpel; let it be but known that 
Creatures are Reeds that break under 
us, or Thorns that run into us and 
vex us; and that God abſolute and 
not propitiated by Chriſt, is a conſu- 

ming Fire ; we ſhould have little need 
'of more teaching to truſt God in 
Chriſt. Look upon your ſelves, you 
ſhall ſee the greateſt Reaſons ; look 
on God in Chriſt, you ſhall ſee the 
greateſt Encouragements to truſt in 
Him. But a word will be needed of 
the Warrant for Truſt in Him. And 
be it obſerved, this Truſt is a Duty and 
a Privilege : Truſt 1n Creatures, is 
Idolatry, the moſt ſinful Sin. Truſt in 
God through Chriſt, is Chrifianity ; 
and the very higheſt Exerciſe of Chri- 
tian Faich. This, noqueſtion, is all 
Mens 
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Mens Duty, but not their mediate 
Duty : Nottheir Duty before they have 
Repented and Believed, Confefled and 
 Worſhipped God in Chriſt : Till then, 
God promiſeth not to do them Good ; 
nay, he loudly threatneth to ſlay them 
with Evil. And it cannot be Duty, or 
other than the blackeſt Sin, to think, 
that God will do contrarily to what he 
ſays. But then, when a Man is in 
Chriſt, and is redeemed from all the 
threatned Curſes of the Law, and in- 
rereſted in all the promiſed Bleffings of 
the Goſpel, it becomes his Duty to truſt 
God, no leſs than toſerve him : For, God 
requires not Duty meerly out of Sove- 
raignty ; no, but in, and with admira- 
ble Mercy. Every one of his Precepts 
go hand in hand with Promiſes. And 
Truſt is as due to the Promiſes as Obe- 
dience can be to the Commands. Nor 
doth God ſtand more for this than that. 
But it 1s evident enough, that, before 
Repentance and Faith, as Men have no 
Title to this Privilege of Truſt in God, 
_ © neither have they any great Inclination 
unto more than lying Pretences of 
| It, 
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it. Vain-glorious boaſts of Truſt -in 
him do foam our of the worſt Mouths ; 
Bur the 'Truth and Reality of it, is-no 
where bur in the beſt Hearts. Nor 
appears it to be any where elſe, unleſs 
you will fancy that to bea real Truſt, 
which makes Men fear God much the 
leſs, and love him never the more : For 
ſo always doth the Truſt of Impeni- 
tents. Whereas, on the other ſide, 
Truſt unfeigned raiſeth a Saint's Fear 
of offending God, and Love of ſerving 
him, in a notable and lovely Con- 

junQion. | 
But O who among us ſhoweth forth 
this Truſt! 4s I hope for Mercy, and 
as T hope to be ſaved, are profane Mens 
By-words: And the like of them are 
common Proteflors meer-words. Moſt 
Men lie when they ſay, it is God in 
Chriſt that hath their Truſt : That in 
Proſperity they truſt-in him to preſerve 
them : That in Adverſ#ty they truſt in 
him to ſupport and reſtore them. Ma- 
ny truſt in Themſelves, many truſt in 
their Friezds ; and not a few truſt in 
an Abſolute God, without any yen 
is 


his Chriſt. Theſe, I doubt, be the 
Obje&s of all the Truſt which ſome of 
you have.. Few. they be which in 
comfortable Times be not plainly care- 
leſs ; and in times of Trouble, be not 
as wretchedly hopeleſs. And that in all 
times be not far from ſaying, credibly 
at leaſt, I believe in God, and T believe 
alſoin Chriſt. Many a gray Head muſt 
confeſs, -that in all the-Years that have 
gone over It, he has never ſpent one 
hour in thinking of the Nature, of the 
Need, of the Duty, of the Privilege, of 
the Efed&#s, of this Truſt in God through 


the Redeemer. And he is like then to. 


have well exerciſed it, is he'not'?. In 
ſhort, better were it to have no Hu- 
man Soul, then to have one. void of 
holy Truſt: And yet it muſt be faid 
hereof, Pew there be that find jt : Few, 
whoſe Hearts are not afraid of evil Ti- 
dings, but are fixed truſting in Jehova; 
Pſal. 112. 7. Few that ever do chide 
their Souls for Diſtruſt, and argue a- 
gainſt it, as P/al. 42. 5. Why caſt down, 
Hope in God ! 
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0. my Soul? Why diſquieted within me? 
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The Holy Ghoſt hath the working of 
it, Rom.15.13, Come, as many as de- 
ſire to be happy, ſtand ye up, and pray 
for this Holy Spirit. As he will move 
you, be ye Doers of Chriſt's fore-ſhown 
Words : And then, without a minute's 
delay, diſmiſs all your tormenting 
Fears; remove from Creatures, and 
from God-Abſolute, all your Hopes ; 
and upon God 1n Chriſt, caſt all your 
Cares. Happy you, when you are 


diſtraQtively careful for nothing, and 


your Care © caſt on God in Chriſt for 


every thing ; then are you like Mount 


Zion that can never be removed : And 
till then, you muſt be like Chaff blown 
with every Wind, till burn'd in the 
Fire. Diſtruſt denies God and his 
Chriſt, and the very Goſpel ſends the 


 Fearful and Unbeliever to Hell. Truſt 


glorifies God and Chriſt, and is glori- 
fied by them, on Earth as well as in 
Heaven. What deſire you for Encou- 
ragement to keep this P;f7h Command- 
ment? In God is all that [ can deſire or 


deviſe, ſc. Unqueſtionable and infinite 
Wiſdom, to know my Wants and Syp- 


plies. 
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plies. The very ſame Goodneſs and 
Love to be concerned and care for me. 
Power Almighty,to executeall his good 
| Will for me: And Fuirleſinguele, to 
do the ſame for my Poſterity, when TI 
am laid in the Duſt. He 1s the Gud 
of Hope, and my Faith and Hope ſhall 
be in 'Him. And fo reſolve all that 
know God. They that know thy Name, 
' will put their Truſt in thee ; Plal. 9. 10. 
Well, go hope for his Salvation, elſe 
you do not his Commandments ; Plal, 
119,166. | 


Com. 6. Love God in Chriſt. Thou 
ſhalt love the Lord thy God with: all thy 
Heart, Mart. 22.37. If any Man love 
not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be 
Anathema Maran-atha, 1 Cor.16.22. 

To love God Redeemer by Chriſt, is--- 
to give our ſelves to Him, who only is 
good and does good. Love for the 
Natare of it, is a giving of ones ſelf 
to an ObjeAt. The As and Exerciſes 
of it, are two, Deſiring and Delight- 
ing. What we love, being at diftance 
from us, we go out after'it in Defire : 

: when 
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when we have its Preſence, we feaſt 
on it with Delight. -The Conſtituents, 
or Ingredients of Love, are, the Mind's 

higheſt Eſtimation, the Will's Option, 
all” the AﬀeQtions Adbeſion, the whole 
Man's Devotion. The Reaſons for our 
Love of God in Chriſt, and the Motives 
thereto, are his Excellency in himſelf, 
( who is the Univerſal Good, and All 
as truly as Any); and his Bexignit 

unto us, he being our:Good Uaivetfal, 
and Father of all as truly as of fy 
g00d things we have in Hand or. 

By means of the different States of UA 
as love God, their Love 1s thus diffe- 
rent, ſame are in a hopeful purſuit, and 
their Love is a ſeeking one : Others axe 
10 purſuit, but very doubtful of Suc- 
ceſs, and their Love is a nzourning one. 

There be thoſe that. in their purſuir 
have gained much, with ſweet Ex- 
peQation of more, Divine Goodneſs ; 
and their Love is a joying one. A Sea 
of Ink would not ſerve to write the 
Praiſes of the Love of God. Ir is the 
Grace that ſeems the Ex of all others: 


It is a Man s Heart, and all that he is 
worth ; 
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worth; what hath a Man more? It 
is that Spirit and Life, without which 
all in Religion is but Carcaſs and Car- 
rion : It is the Al-Commanaer 1n our 
Nature. Thoughts, Words and Deeds 
be Love's Lackeys, and come and go. 
as it bids them. It is an Alchimy that 
turns Lead into Gold, making heavy 
Labours become rich Pleaſures. Tt is 
the internal Refining Fire; the Love of 
Earth makes us filthy as Hell, till this 
cleanſeth us from it. It is the zoble 
Martyr ; Divine Goodneſs is blaſphe- 
mouſ]y denied, and never honourabl 
witneſſed, and forth-ſhown by us, till 
God in Chriſt be loved. 'Tolove God, is 
to bear witnels that he is good. Briefly, 
it is the brighteſt Evidence of Heaven, 

-and it 1s the Eternal Employment in 
Heaven. There be Counterfeits of this 
Love wherewith many deceive them- 
ſelves: Such are Erroneow Love, Love of 
God in Chriſt, upon a Conceit that he 
will ſave Men in their Sins, Partial 
Love, Love of God's Feeding Mercy 
joined with a Hatred of his governin 
Jaftice, Perverſe Love, a Love of Go 


giving 
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giving him a ſort ef Thanks for Food 
and Rayment, but bidding him depart, 
when he offers Chriſt and his holy Spi- 
rit. Opinionative Love; a Love of God 
that conſiſts of nothing but a good Op1- 
nion of him : A good Opinion, whoſe 
beſt Fruit is but a tormal Knee and Lip. 
But how many among you have any 
other, or better Love of God? As to 
the fore-deſcribed rrue Love, may TI 
not, and ought I not to ſay unto the 
molt part, Ye have not the Love of God 
7 you : Not the Joying, or Seeking, 
or ſo much as the Mourning Love ? 
Sirs, do not your Conſciences ever and 
anon tell you that you love not God ? 
Did they ever tell you, that you did 
love him, as he 1s God, and with your 
ſupreme Love; even ſo as to love no- 
ti:ing but God, and for his ſake ? They 
may tell you ſo, and you be Haters 
of God for all that. Bur, if they tell 
you not ſo, if your own Hearts con- 
dema you, what then? 1 Joh. 3. 21. 
Aſſure your ſelves, there is no Mean 
betwixt theſe Extreams ; you are as 
very Haters of God as Devils, if you 
be 
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be not as real Lovers of God as holy 
Angels. Luke 11. 23. He that # not 
with me, u againſt me ! 

It is the Holy Ghoſt that 1s the Sp- 
rit of Love: Love that is true and 
right, is his Fruit : Gal. 5.22. Lift 
up your Souls, and beſeech him to 
make them Gardens of that Fruit. 
As by him moved, renounce your 
Idols ftrait-way. Let the Deed of 
Gift be made e're you ſtir a foot hence; 
the Gift of your ſelves unto God in 
Chriſt. If you cannot preſently Foy 
in him, Moare after him ; if you can- 
not mourn as you would, yet Deſire 
and Seek ; tell your ſelves, that not to 
love, is to hate; and to love with 
counterfeit Love, 1s not to love. And 
reſolve 1n your ſelves, never to reſt till 
this Fire of Love burn in you. It is 
beyond all doubr, they are Self-murde- 


- rers that keep not this S7xth Command- 


ment. And more eligible it were to 
be a Toad, than a Prince not fearing 
God : God, whom, if werightly knew, 
it would become as neceſſary to us to 
love him above all Creatures, as it is 
D 2 £9 
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to hungry Men to gouer Bread above 
Stone. I hate my ſelf that I can love 
God no more; and I can more eaſily 
forgive my ſelf all my other Sins, than 
this of loving God ſo little ; ſaid bleſſed 


Mr. Baxter. 


Com. 7. Reverence God in Chriſt. 


Let us have Grace whereby we may ſerve 
him with Reverence and Godly Fear ; 
Heb. 12. 28. 

To Reverence, 1s to contemperate 
Fear of Greatneſs with Love of Good- 
neſs. Power and Goodneſs are equal 
in God, Fear and Love ſhould be ſo 
in us. This the Heathens Eyes reach- 
ed to ſee; they could ſay, that fervile- 
ly to Fear God, was Superſtitions ; but 
to Reverence him was Religiows. It 
1s certain, all the Divine Attributes do 
juſtly challenge this our mixt Aﬀecti- 
on. Particularly, the infinite Kyow- 
ledg and Wiſdom, how Venerable ? 
The holy Goodneſs and Kynadneſs, ex- 
erted to the end that God may be Re- 
verenced; P/al.130.4. Heoſ.3.5. The 
Almighty Power, that is equally for 
Saints, 


q 


Saints, and againſt Sinners, which ac- 
counts for God's being named the Fear 
of Iſrael, Pſal. 76. 11. and He that 
ought to be Reverenced. Ignorant 
and vain Minds do imagine this Tem- 
per of Fear and Love to be difficult 
and grievous, however - Righteous. 
Fear and Love, they fancy, mult needs 
claſh, and, if not expel, yet leſſen 
each other; inſomuch, that a Soul muſt 
neceſſarily be checked and diſquieted 
by it. Bur fooliſhis this FiQtion; Fear 
of offending, and Love of ſerving God 
do well agree, and mutually ſerve each 
other : They be, as it were, Morher 
and Daughter, they bear and cheriſh 
one another : Whereof our Senſe is a 
ſufficient Proof, And this is to be ſaid, 
that the thus ſweetned Fear of God, 
ſets us at liberty from all the Legions of 
tormenting Fears: The Legions raiſed 
by miſgiving Thoughts and Surmiſes, 
which create many Troubles, and mul- 
tiply all. For he that Reverenceth 
God in Chriſt, his Soul ſhall dwell as 
Eaſe; ſafe from fear of Evil; not afraid 
of evil Tidings; fixed and anchored un- 

D 3 move- 
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moveably, Then when you can right- 
ly Fear God and Love him, you can 
verily laugh at all the World and its 
Threatning. They who do not fo 
Fear God, are Slaves to the World, 
and afraid of the Devil, and dare nor 
come near their own Conſciences, 
Their Soul is ike the Womb of a Viper, 
or a Breaſt that has a Cancer, full of that 
which is faral and deadly to it. 

And what think you of your ſelves, 
O ye forward Hearers of the Word of 
Chriſt ! Stand here not ſome, that do 
not ſo much as ſtand in any Awe of 
God ? So far from fearing of Him as 
Sons, with Love, that you fear Him 
not as very Servants, with Dread. T 


doubr, the Loviag Fear of God is ſcarce 


tO be found in every hundredth Man, 
Turn your Eyes inward, view your 
Hearts; ſay, if you can, you do find 
it in your ſelves: And do ſhow it by 
the pliableneſs of rour Wills to the 
Divine Will, by your dread of nothing 
ſo much as of Sin, and vour deſire of 
nothing ſo much as of Duty. O do 
no not moſt of you, cither as oath 

car 
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fear God without any Love; or, as 
Ehp-crites, that are Devils Children, 
2.d Servants, and Followers in Lying, 
make a ſhow of Love without a jot 
of Fear ? The Lord knows, and the 
Day of the Lord will reveal. How- 
ever, 

The Holy Ghoſt is He, whoſe Office 
it is, and in whoſe Power it is, to fill 
you with holy Reverence: To rid you 
of your Slaviſh Fear ; and, if T may 
ſo ſpeak, your Arrogant Love; Ulcers 
both, and not Beauty-ſpots, as proud 
as you are of them : Ulcers I ſay, and 
as other Ulcers, the bigger the worſer. 
If you are but willing, and do not re- 
fiſt and vex him, the Holy Ghoſt will 
heal you; yea, -and beautify you. 
Stand up therefore, and pray unto this 
bleſſed Spirit, and for his Grace : 
Humbly tell him, you cannot let him 
go till he bleſs you with it : Till he 
make you Doers of this Seventh Com- 
mandment : T1 he giveth you to do, 
as well as to will; and todo it ſenſibly, 
for Comfort in your ſelves ; and viſibly, 
for Example to others. The Royal 
D 4 Pſal- 
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Pſalmiſt calls holy Reverence the Be- 
ginning of Wiſdom, as we read it, 
Pſal. 111. alt. It's a vile Miſtake, if 
any think that no more is meant by 
that Beginning than an Initial Diſpoſs- 
tion for Wiſdom, David meant no 
leſs than the Top and higheſt Head of ' 
Heavenly Wiſdom and Goodneſs. An- 
= that love God moſt, do fear him 
moſt, 


Com. 8. A#wely ſerve Godin Chriſt. 
Walk circumſpettly, not as Fools, but as 
wiſe; Ephel. 5.15. Always abound in 
the Work of the Lord; 1 Cor. 15. 58. 
Tn all holy Converſation; 2 Pet. 3.11. 

To Serve, is with Kyowlede of a 
Lord's Will, and with Approbation of 
jt, cordially and conſtantly to do it : 
To do it as Chrift did the Will of his 
Father ; humbly, denying his own Will; 
devoutly, addiQting himſelf to his Fa- | 
ther's Will. We may kzow all, and do 
nothing; but we can rightly do no- 
thing, unleſs we know it. The Goſpel- 
Laws are ſuch, that if we know them, 
we cannot but approve them: And 
there 
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there is no Law that can be obeyed in 
truth, unleſs it be firſt approved for 
its Goodneſs. T love the Law, ſaid Da- 
wid. I conſent to it that it is good, 
faid St. Paul. But, be it noted, that 
the End of a Command it ſelf, and of 
the Kyowleds and Approbation of it 
alſo, is Practice. Holy PraQtice ; wni- 
werſal, as to the Duties to be done, and 
as to the Times wherein they are ſo 
to be. As to AQts of Worſhip, inward 
and external; As to the Works of 
Civil Callings ; as to Works of Juſtice, 
and Works of Mercy; and ſurely, 
Works of Sobriety, Watchfulneſs, Mor- 
tification, and all religious Self-denieal. 
Regularly alſo it muſt be, with juſt 
Diſcretion, preferring greateſt Duties 
before leſſer; Mercy and Obedience 
before Sacrifice; Righteouſneſs and 
Peace before Meats and Drinks. For, 
Sin it is to be doing of what is Good, 
when you are called -unto what 1s Bet. 
ter. It muſt alſo be with due Reve- 
rence of the Authority commanding 
it ; due ReſpeCt unto the Bounty pro- 
miſing tq reward it ; and to the Juſtice 
- threat- 
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threatning to puniſh the negle& of 
it. | 

Sirs, how many ſuch Servants hath 
God ia this Auditory? How many 
Knowing, Loving, Doing Servants ? 
How many that Eat and Drink, Reſt 
and Recreate, Pray and Hear, all by 
God's Rule, in dread of his Authori- 
ty, in hope of his Rewards, and in 
fear of his Puniſhments? Do not the 
Rich among you ſerve their Pleaſures, 
and the Poor their Profits all day long ? 
Can either {ort ſay every Night, I 
have been ſerving God all Day ? He, 
from whom I now ask Reſt, from the 
rifing of the Sun hath had my Labour. 
And for this End, that he muy to Mor- 
row again have my Labour, I do now 
pray to him for convenie.:c Reſt : For 
T do not forget, nor do I ſlizhtly re- 
member, that God's Will is for Good 
Works : His Will o: Purpoſe and his 
Will of Precept, both are ſo. That 
Chriſt's Death was for good Life : He 
died for a People zealous of Good 
Works. The Holy Spirit's Work in us 
# for Good Works by m8 : He maketh 
us 


— 
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us new Creatures, that we may be 
new Livers. And Good Works be the 
Way: to bring to Heaven, tho not the 
Money to bay it. Well, certain it 1s, 
it's God or Satan that every one of 
you ſerves. All are Heaven's Day- 
Labourers, or Hell's. 

The Holy Ghoſt is he who maketh 
thus Obedient in Word aud Deed, Rom. 


x5. 18, 19, Dare you not to delay a 


minute, but inſtantly cry to Him for 
Light and Strength : And begin this 
Moraing to be Chriſtians indeed. He 
is in truth no Chriſtian, to whom 
Chriſt cannot ſay, Well done! Herod 
heard gladly the Word, yet murdered 
the Preacher. Whatever did not di- 
vide the Hoof, it was of old unclean, 
tho ir did ever fo much chew the Cud. 
The moſt profane Eſa may hear beſt 
Sermons: And the very Repeater of 
ſuch Sermons may be but a profane 
Eſau. Hearing is no more than Dogs 
can do; and Talking no more than Par- 
rots practiſe. Divinity is the Art of 
Living, and that unto God. None 
have ſo much as a good Underſtanding 

but 
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but they that do his Commands. In 
ſhort, they are Robbers, Robbers of 
God, and that on the High-way to 
Hell, tliat obey not this Ezhth Com- 
manadment. But they are Kzngs, crown- 
ed Kings, and Prieſts to God, that 
obey it as hath been ſaid : They are 
Jeſus Chriſt's deareſt and nobleſt Bro- 
thers and Siſters, Mat. 3.35. They 
are riſen above the Virgin Mary's Ho- 
nours, the Honours of her W omb bear- 
ing, and her Dugs giving ſuck to our 
Saviour. They are the Excellent of 
the Earth, and Jewels of Heaven; 
Men that have all Knowledg, and 
ſpeak with all Tongues, compared un- 
to them are nothing. Yea, Mankind's 
great BenefaQtors that give all their 
Goods to the Poor ; and, what 1s more, 
Religion's fam'd Martyrs, that give 
their Bodies to be burned, are very 
nothing to the affeQtionately-praQtick 
Chriſtian ! 

Well might Auſftiz ſay, To ſerve 
God is more Honour than to rule Men. 
And wiſely ſaid Luther, Rather had I 


do Duties than work Miracles. The 
Faith 
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Faith of Miracles is a Pebble, compa- 
redtoa working Faith that is the Pearl 
ef Price. By that firſt, you may here 
caſt out Devils; and for want of the 
ſecond, be hereafter caſt into Hell with 
them. But, if by this, God's Will be 
done on Earth, you may be ſure of 
your Maſter's Joy in Heaven! Divine 
Wiſdom will never part ſo very fit 
Companions, as Duty and Glory !' No, 
nor can Divine Power part them, be- 
cauſe it is impoſſible: Duty being 
Glory it ſelf. 


Com. 9. Deſpiſe not the Chaſtnings 
of God in Chriſt, nor faint when you 
ars Rebuked of Him; Hebr. 12. 5. 
But let Patience have her perfett Work ; 
Jam. I. 4. 

To behave our ſelves becomingly 
under our Troubles, 1s to avoid vicious 
Extreams; and to preſerve that ſelf- 
denying Temper of Spirit that was in 
Chriſt our Pattern. Chriſt, who never 
contemn'd any Blows of his Father's 
Hand ; but when he was (ſtricken, he 
Grieved: And yet never hopeleſly 
Painted 
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Fainted under the heavieſt Strokes that 
he endured : Never, through Impati- 
ence or Diffidence, did ſhrink from his 
Work, or let go the Support given 
him for it. No, but perpetually he 
did three things moſt exemplary : He 
thought well of God and of his Dealings : 
He freely and fully conſented to his Fa- 
ther's Dealings with bim, as ſuch as 
would be very beneficial in the End : 
He rejoiced that God would glorify 
himſelf, and ſave Sinners, tho by ſo 
coſtly Means. And thele are the Steps 
whereby Patience riſeth to its perfe& 
height. Then it is ſublimated, when 
in our deepeſt and darkeſt Pits, in 
Affictions that are even ſingular ; yea, 
and complicated ſo, that their Name 
may be Troops; and when thoſe 
Troops are continued ones alſo, the 
Clouds ever returning after the Rain, 
and making black all our Days ; when 
notwithſtanding all this, our Mzinds 
do juſtify God and his Government, as 
Wiſe and Good. Our Wills do conſent 
to ſuch his Dealings with us, as cer- 
tainly meant for our good: And with 
grate- 
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grateful Afetions we do bleſs his holy 
Name for them, as a ſpiritual and eter- 
nal Good : Such it 1s, I trow, to be 
kept from Sin, and preſerved in Chriſt. 
To be preſerved in Brine it ſelf, as 
ſome things muſt be, tho not in Sugar, 
as other things are. | 
Say now, Profeſſors, Are you Chri- 
ſtians? Are you Doers of the Word of 
Chriſt? Walk you in theſe his Steps ? 
The Cloven Feet of moſt are ſeen ia 
contrary Paths: And it is odds but the 
beſt of you are thinking, O who ic ſuffe- 
cent for theſe things ! It is commonl 
ſeen, ſome ſcorched with Heat, blaſpheme 
and ſcorn God ; and Repezxt not, Rev. 
16.9, Being ſtricken, they grieve not ;; 
Jer. 5. 3 Others cry Murder, Mur- 
der, for Flea-bites : And their Grace- 
leſs Spirits are able to ſuſtain no In- 
firmities, tho Solomon tells us, what a 
Human Sptrit animated by the Divine 
one can do, Prov.19.14. Well, what 
Spirits are yours ? Be not many hard 
as Rocks? and many weak as Water ? 
What's your Behaviour in your AMiQi- 
on ? Be not your Minds DH 
an 
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and Hearts unſenſible? Or elſe full of 
falſe Arguings, and killing Concluſi- 
ons ? Direttly to deſpiſe God's Chaſtiſe- 
ments, 1s a Sin that few have the face to 
commit : But do you not interpreta- 
tively ſtill commit it? Do you not 
look on your Troubles as things that 
God has no Hand in? Or, as things, 
in which he has no deſign to mortify 
any Sin of yours? Or, as things that 
a good ſtcut Heart of your own, can 
bear without any Aid and Support 
fetch'd from Him ? This is groſly to 
deſpiſe God correing you. As for 
Fainting, who dares plead, Not guilty ? 
Much Strength js requiſite to our bear- 
ing heavy Burdens, Holy Faith is our 
Spiritual Life and Strength ; ſinful 
Fainting is Faith's failing ; the loſs of 
its Ativity by Love and all Graces, in 
Worſhip and all ſutable Duties : Which 
Loſs is followed with Deje&ion of Mind, 
that makes us as dying Men, with a 
complaining Mouth, diſcouraging others, 
with Omiſſions of Duty, and with miſ- 
Judgings of God, and his Dealings. Agd 
how is it with you as to theſe things? 
Deceive 
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Deceive not. your ſelves,, Chriſt's 
Leſffons muſt be learn'd, and his Steps 
walked in, as well as his Merits truſted 
in, if you are faved. Is this, a hard 
Leſſon, and -this Example of his al- 
moſt an unitnitable one ? EY 
The Holy Ghoſt, remember you, is 
an Almighty one ; and He. is ſent to 
Begin, Preſetye, Encreaſe and Perfe& 
this, Grace of Patience, as well as 0- 
thers. To Hith, to Him cry for Wil- 
dom and Strength ; follow Hirn for it, 
ſee whether He will deny you : Whe- 
ther He will not ſo ſhow you God's 
Wiſiom for you, Goodneſs to you, and 
Dominion over you, as thall make you 
paffively-obedient ? Whether He will 
not make you know your ſelves bet- 
ter, than to be any other ? Your ſelves 
I fay ; for Deſpiſing and Fainting are 
Baſtards of Self-Ignorance. ' See whe- 
ther He will not teach you that you 
are Mep, and Sinful Mex, and Living 
Men, and Chriſtian Men? And fo in- 
ſtruQ@ you to Paſſive Obedience.. Whe- 
ther He will not give you alſo to know 
the Nature of AMiQtions, better than 
| E yet 
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yet you do? Certifying you, that tho 
they be Teſtimonies of Wrath to God's 
Enemies, they be Teſtimonies of dear 
Love to his Children, whoſe Wilder- 
neſſes be ſtill their way to Canaan. 
Mark alſo, whether He doth not in- 
form you of many things which you 
little think of in the very Grace and 
Duty of Paſſive-Obedience? There be 
in it Excellencies that are thought of 
by few Chriſtians. But He will ſer 
them forth to you, till He has made 
you fall in Love with them. He will 
make you ſee that Patience brings the 
Mind to the Condition, which is much 
one with the Condition brought to 
the Mind. That Patience keeps from 


ſtruggling with the Yoke ; which 1s that 


which ſtill maketh it moſt to grate 
and gall us. That Patience ſingularly 
honoars God, and is and muſt be fo 
honoured by God. To bear the Will 
of God, is ſomewhat more than doing 
it. In ſhort, that Patience of our Hells 
on Earth, 1s zhe moſt illuſtrious Evidence 
of a Right to Heaven, Will you dare 


to neglect the Spirit that leads into all 
this? 
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this? and, conſequently, live and die 
in the Breach of this Ninth Command- 


ment? God forbid. You muſt bear 


Damnation, if you will not endure 
Affliction. And be it known to all 
the Jonahs preſent, that their loud 


'Cries for little Croſſes; be it known 


to the Davids, that their Outrage for 
Abſaloms, are no ſmall means of hard- 
ning Sinners, ſhaking Beginners in 


God's Ways, grieving Saints, dark- 
ning their own Evidences. And the 
contrary, are contrary Behaviours, 
wherein it 1s ſaid, 1t i the Loyd, let 
. him do to me what ſcemeth him good. 


Father, not my Will, but thy Will be 


done! The Cup which my Father hath 
given me, ſhall I not drink it ? Mot 
gladly will I glory in my Infirmities, in 
- Reproaches, in Neceſſities, in Perſecu- 
fions for Chriſt, My Patience ſhall 
not be per Force; nor will I only Sube 
mit to God's Aﬀlicting Providence, 
bur Accept and make Choice of it. 


E 2 Com. ro. 
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Com. 10. Do good unto all Men, eſpe- 
cially to them who are of the Houſhold of 
Faith; Gal. 6. 10. 

That is, 9. d. Scorn, Hateand Harm 
no Man; Honour, Love and Help by 
Word and Deed all Men; Make, Show, 
and Delight to ſhow your Preference 
of good Men, Whatever 1s a Man, 
is unworthy of Scorn; there is ſo 
much of God's Image on him. Folly 
muſt be deſpiſed, but the Foo! muſt 
be pitied. Sz muſt be hated, but the 
Sinner mult be prayed for. Murderers 
mult be put to Death, but they may . 
not be wronged : it 15 but Juſtice, not 
Malice and Injury that they are to 
bear. Every Man has Capacity, and 
it is every Man's Duty to help all 
Men, to wit, by Prayers. And, ac- - 
cording to his Capacity, every Man 
wnuſt ſtrive to help others, by Advice 
for Temporal Things and Spiritual; 
and by other Alms. We muſt judg 
of Saints by God's Word, which pre- 
ters them above other Men, as Jewels 

| above 
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above Street-Stones. We muſt obey 
and imitate God in publiſhing that 
Judgment of Preference. It muſt be 
ſeen, that we do only endure others, 
.* but in the Saints is all our Delight ; 
We muſt alſo love to love Saints ; 
truly we do love nothing which we 
do not love to love, and are not 
glad that we do love. We muſt be 
ready in ſome caſes to lay down onr 
Lives for the Saints, 1 Joh. 3. 16. 
So vaſtly are we to prize Chriſt's Roſes 
and Lillies above the World's Thorns 
and Briars. 
' Andare you thus affeQted, even ef- 
fe&tually unto congruous Behaviour to» 
wards them? Hath all your Hearing 
brought you to this D#ſpoſition, and 
this ſort of Converſation? Nay, ſpeak, 
and tell me plainly, Do you not dream 
you may be very choice Chriſtians, 
without this Religion of the lower 
Hemiſphere, this Second- Table-one ? 
Tho I preſume you have often heard, 
that their Religion is vain, whoſe 
Honeſty in Second-Table-Duties, doth 
not evidence their Holineſs in the Firſt- 
E 3 Table- 
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Table-ones : and whoſe Godly Obſer: 
vance of Firſt- Table-ones, doth not 
give Teſtimony to their Uprightneſs 
in thoſe of the Second-Table. And I 
cannot think bur you are aware, how 
little our Neighbours, or our own 
Hearts, will value the moft ſplendid 
Zeal for God, without a ConjunQion 
of Love and Uſefulneſs to Men! Moſt 
fure it is; He that doth not deſire to 
profit Men, he cannot ſtudy to pleaſe 
God : For let him wink never ſo hard, 
he cannot but ſee it to be the Will 
and Pleaſure of God that we purſue 
the Good of Men: And that Benefits 
unto them, are very honourably ſtiled 
Sacrifices. Sacrifices wherewlth God « 
well pleaſed; Heb. 13. Briefly there- 
fore : | 
The Holy Ghoſt, as hath been till 
-ſuggeſted, is the Worker of this 
Grace alſo. Unto him turn ye; and 18 
for Chriſt's ſake beſeech Him, to cre- 
ate 1n you right Hearts towards Man, 
as towards God. As no Man can 
honour and love Chriſt himſelf, but 
by the Holy Ghoſt; neither can he 
7 honour, | 
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honour, love or benefit his Neighbour, 
but by the Grace of the ſame SanQti- 
fier: Him invoke, and Him follow, 
or you die. You die in the Breach 
of this Texth Commandment ; Concern- 
ing which I teſtify from the Lord, 
the Soul that finneth on againſt it 
to his firſt Death, ſhall die the ſecond 
Death ! | 

Come on then, you that would 
flee from Wrath, and poſſeſs your Sa- 
viour's Love. Thus ſay, and thus do 
every Creature of you. | 

All Men I will howoxr : Fathers, Mo- 
thers, Maſters, Magiſtrates, Miniſters 
ſhall not complain of my Untoward- 
lineſs, And if I my ſelf become any 
of theſe, none under me ſhall com- 
plain of my Unkindneſs or Careleſnels ; 
or if they do, they ſhall unrighteouſly 
do it. 

The Health, Peace, Safety and Life 
of my Neighbours ſhall be truly dear 
to me as My own. | 

No Words, Deeds, Geſtures, Ap- 
parel, or ought of mine, ſhall defile 
or endanger the' Chaſtity of any. 


E 4 My 


72 TheChriſtian Decalogue. 

My Care ſhall be that the State, 
and the Church, and every private 
Man have his due from me: And I 
will be aſhamed of Juſtice it elf, 
without Mercy ; and of every Charity 
unto the Poor, without Amplitude. 

The Truth I will precilely tell; 
even then when it ſhall oppoſe the 
unjuſt Cauſe of my beſt Friend, or 
promote the righteous Cauſe of my 
worſt Enemy. 

I will no more allow my ſelf to 
envy my Neighbour's Enjoyments, 
than I will command my ſelf to cover 
his moſt heavy Croſſes. Studiouſly 
I will convince them, that I bewail 
their adverſe things, and rejoice in 
their proſperous ones : Patiently I will 
bear all Mens Enmity; but T will be 
zo Man's Enemy : T will pray and la- 
bour to be together, what I cannot 
be apart, 4 Lover of God and Man. 
And loſt time I will count tt, where- 
in I am not pleaſing God, and benefiting 
Man: Whatſoever I would that Mer 
ſhould do unto me, T will even ſo do un- 
to them. This is the Command of 
my 


my Saviour: And zh, he faith, & the 
Law and the Prophets : Is the Sum. of 
all they preſſed concerning Duty to. 
Men : Mat. 7. 12. 

The Emperor Severus wrote it in 
his Palace, I will have it printed on 
my Heart: And command my {elf to 
be exaiF in Duties to. Men, as' well 
as earneſt in Duties to God. To God, 
who marks what I do unto my Neigh- 
bours, and will not fail to deal ſe- 
verely with me, if I deal either un- 
righteouſly or unkindly with them. 
The World ſhall ſee my Religion is 
no Ill-natured thing. 

To conclude; Let Conſcience ask 
and Scripture anſwer theſe four Que- 
ſtions. 


Queſt. 1. Whois the moſt Kyowineg 
Chrittian ? 


Anſw. 4 good Underſtanding have 
all they that do his Commandments : 
"Plal. 111. 10. Hereby know we that we 
know him, (that is, Jeſus Chriſt) if we 
keep his Commandments ; 1 Joh, 2.3. 

£3 
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. 2. Who is the moſt Certain and 
Undoubted Chriſtian ? 


Anſw. Te are my Friends, if ye do 
whatſoever I command you; Joh. 15. 14. 
Whoſoever heareth theſe Sayings of mine, 
and doth them, I will liken him to a wiſe 
Man, which built his Houſe on a Rock; 
And the Rain deſcended, (on the Top) 
and the Floods came, (at the bottom ) 
and the Winds blew, and beat upon it, 
(on the ſides of it) and it fell not, 


for it was founded on « Rock; Mat. 7. 


24, 25. 


©. 3. Who is the Chriſtian moſt 
Comforted by God ? 


Anſw. He that hath my Command- 
ments (faith Chriſt) and keepeth them, 
he it is that loveth me; and he that 
loveth me ſhall be loved of my Father, and 
T will love him, and will manifeſt my 
ſelf to him. If any Mas love me he 
will keep my Words, and my Father 
will love him, end we will come unto 
him, 


ex 
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him, and make onr Abode with him ; 
Joha 14. 21, 23. 


Q. 4. Who is the Wiſe Chriſtian 
that beſt filenceth malicious Men ? 


Anſw. So « the VVill of God, that 


by well-doing, ye may put to ſilence the Ig- 
zorance of Fooliſh Men : 1 Pet.2.15. 


IT have done, when I have told 
you ; A late-Comer asking, whether 
St. Chryſoſtom's Sermon was done, had 
his Anſwer in theſe words ; Preach'd 
it is, Done it ts not, and it t a Fear it 
never will be. O how many Morn- 
ing, Noon, and Evening-LeQures are 
preached in this City, and never done! 
How may Scoffers ſay to Preachers, 
Perceive ye how ye prevail nothing ? 
Behold, the World of your Hearers 
cannot anſwer a word if asked, VV/hat 
do ye more than others? Joh. 12. 19. 
Unclean Beaſts went into Noab's Ark, 
and they came out unclean Beafts : 
Is it otherwiſe in the Places of our 
Worſhip ? This hath been conſidered, 


and 
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and for this cauſe this one more War- 
ning hath been given; the Lord grant 
it be taken ! 

Sad it is, if Mzniſfters periſh with 
the Word of Life in their Mouths, 
and Hearers periſh with it in their 
Ears. Let both take good heed : Both 
be up and doing, that we live and 
die not under the Frowns of an Angry 
God, and under the Stabs of a Guilty 
Conſcience ! We ſhall not ſo, but live 
and die in the Foy of Faith, and enter 
the excelling Joy of our Maſter ; if 
purely, preſently, and perſeveringly, 
we both of us be DOERS of the 
WORD! Amer. 
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ULES PF hearing the Word of God, 
with certain and ſaving Benefit, The 
Second Edition. © nu 
: The Sure Way to Wealth. Infallible Dite&i 
ons to get and keep ſufhcient Riches, even ware 
Taxes riſe, and Trades fink. 40 
The moſt Difficult Duty made eaſy : Or," Du! 
rections to bring our Hearts to forgive our Ene- 
mies. 
. Fooliſh Talking and Jeſling Deſcribed: ard 
Condemned : In -a Diſcourſe on Epheſ. 5. 4: 
Neither Fooliſh Talking, nor Fefting, which a are 
20t convenient. 
All Four by Mr. Daniel Burgeſs. 


The fulfilling of the Scripture, or a Diſco- 
very of the Accompliſhment of God's s Holy 
Word in his Providential Works. ' The third 
Edition, corrected, and enlarged with DoGdtrines 
and Hiftories, by the Author Mr. Robert Fleming, 
Paſtor of a Church in Rotterdam. Publiſhed 
and recommended by Mr. Burgeſs. 

Mr. Rutherford's Letters, the Third Edition, 
now divided into three Parts. The firſt con- 
taining thoſe which were written from Aber- 


deen, 
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deen, where he was confined by a Sentence of 
the High Commiſſion drawn forth againſt him, 
partly upon the accoumt of his declining them, 
partly upon the account of his Nonconformity. 
The Second and Third containing ſorne which 
were written from Anwoth, before he was by 
the Prelates Perſecution thruſt from his Minl- 
firy; and others upon Occaſions afterward, 
from St. Andrews, London, &c, Publiſhed for 
the Ulſe of all the People of God, but more 
particularly for thoſe who now are, or after- 
wards may be put to ſuffering for Chriſt and 

- his. Cauſe. i: 


| The Devout Chriſtian's Preparation for Holy 
Dying, conſiſting of Ejaculations, Prayers, Me- 
ditations and Hymns, adapted to the ſeveral 
States and Conditions of this Life. And on 
the four laſt Things, viz. Death, Judgment, 
Heaven, and Hell. | 


The Inſtitutions of the Law of Scotland. 
By Sir George Mackenzie of Roſehangh, his 
late Majelty*s Advocate. With an Alphabetical 
Explanation of the moſt difficult Scots Words. - 


